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Quick Start Guide
Preamble instructions

This quick start guide will get media playing on a playout box managed by a OBServer.

Prerequisites

Updated OBServer and OBPlayer that can see each other on same machine or on network.

Server
Upload Media

1. On the bottom Navigation Bar is a Media>New Media .

2. Select the �le you want to upload.

3. Fill in mandatory info for Artist and Title.

4. Save

5. You’ll see the media you just added appear in the Media Sidebar

Create Default Playlist
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If a Player cannot locate a schedule of media to be played, it will play the Default Playlist (DPL) in
a loop to avoid dead air. Server will sync DPL with remote Player and play the contents of DPL.

Use Playlist  menu to create a new playlist:

1. Select Playlist>New

2. Provide a Name  and Description  for the (DPL).

3. From the media sidebar tab, click hold to drag and drop selections to the DPL. As items are
added to the list of Playlist Items, the Total Duration  for all items on the Playlist is
updated. Add items to the Playlist until the desired duration is achieved. See Server
Documentation (/server/#playlist) for more details on creating Playlists.

4. Status select visible. This allows users to see your show, but not change it. Private makes
your show invisible to others. Public shares media through public API (if enabled)

5. Save Data.

Create The Player
Provisioning Player

Using the admin  menu to access the player manager  options:

1. Expand  existing Player Settings for a de�ned Player, or create a New Player .

2. Provide a Name  and Description  for the Player.

3. Enter the password that will be required for the Player to establish a sync connection to the
Server.

4. Leave IP blank.

5. Set the media types that will be available for the Player. Ensure the Player is con�gured
properly to handle the assigned media types.

6. Set the Timezone  that will be used for scheduling shows.

7. Drag the Playlist created in the previous step (DPL) from the Playlist sidebar tab to the
Default Playlist drop zone (the area highlighted during the drag operation).

8. Save the Player.

When newly player is created, it will be assigned a unique Device-ID  and show up in
Schedule

Player
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Provision The Player
Access the Player Dashboard and go to the Sync Media  page to enter

Device ID generated in Player Manager

Password  with the password you enter in server

Sync URL

https://<IP_of_Server>/remote.php  

For initial testing set Media Sync Mode  to Remote

Sync the Player to Server
Start up Messages

Restart player with Admin>Delete DB and restart  Forces schedule and media sync refresh
and take you back to main Status  page.

Observe sync connection messages. If no Red Errors then player is provisioned and is now run
from server. You will see media being downloaded.

Once media is �nished downloading, it will begin playing.

You will be able to hear audio coming out of Pulse Audio (used as default)

Advanced
Search Media
Your media is now in the database and can be searched

All searches are based on the parameters you include when you upload your tracks. Please be
accurate as possible entering Metadata when uploading tracks.

Under the media tab you will �nd

Simple  Quick search. Start typing and search results will appear.

Advanced  Apply �lters for: Artist, Title, Genre, Comments, Duration (in seconds).

Check out the drop down menus for all the options.

Click the Add button to apply the �lter.

To get out of Advanced search click the Simple link.

Too many �lters may not give you a result



Made by OpenBroadcaster.

With ❤ from Friends of Cake

Schedule a Show
Once the Player is provisioned and playing the DPL, go into Server and schedule a Playlist  and
Media

1. Open Schedule  on the bottom navigation bar on server

2. Locate Playlist  from sidebar and drag it into the schedule.

3. Select the date and times they are assigned and the show is set into the schedule.

4. Save

Media items and schedule information will automatically sync from server to player.

Intitial show lock-in time  will require at least 20 minutes of lead time before playout of a
scheduled or default playlist, thus ensuring all required media are downloaded before a show
begins.

For more details, go to Trouble Shooting (http://support.openbroadcaster.com/Troubleshooting)

Feedback
Find a OBPlayer (https://github.com/openbroadcaster/obplayer/issues/new) or OBServer
(https://github.com/openbroadcaster/observer/issues/new)Bug? Have a OBPlayer
(https://github.com/openbroadcaster/obplayer/issues/new) or OBServer
(https://github.com/openbroadcaster/observer/issues/new) feature request ? 
We really appreciate your feedback!

Open Server Bugs
No open issues

Open Player Bugs
16 - LA with Line In not switching to Fall Back Media

http://support.openbroadcaster.com/Troubleshooting
https://github.com/openbroadcaster/obplayer/issues/new
https://github.com/openbroadcaster/observer/issues/new
https://github.com/openbroadcaster/obplayer/issues/new
https://github.com/openbroadcaster/observer/issues/new
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Getting Around
The main screen comprises three areas: a center ‘work’ area, media sidebar, and a menu panel.

The centre work area is the main window workspace. This is where users can create play lists,
add and edit media, schedule shows, update system settings, install modules and manage users.
In the example above, a Schedule is loaded into the main window workspace.



To the right of the center ‘work’ area is the sidebar , comprising two tabs, Media  and
Playlists , as well as a Preview  window. Users can toggle between tabs and perform dynamic
searches to �lter a list of items based on a metadata query. One or more items from the list may
be selected. Actions triggered by clicking on buttons below the list operate on selected items.
Additional functions are available by right clicking on items in the list. To preview items (any
supported media including audio, image or video), simply drag and drop any media into the
Preview  window above the sidebar tabs. At the bottom of the sidebar, the number of items in
the (�ltered) list is shown.

Along the bottom of the screen is the menu panel. Depending on user permissions some menus
will remain hidden.

Pro�le and Account

Login to the [OpenBroadcaster Server] application as the admin  user (default password is
‘admin’)

Here you are able to custom tailor your session. Using the account  menu to access the admin
account settings. Some of the things you can change on a per user basis.

1. Change your display name
2. Update password
3. Set Email
4. Set the number of search results to display in media sidebar
5. Select a Theme
6. Enable Dyslexic Font making it easier to read and comprehend for some users



7. Sidebar Display to appear from Left or Right

Language
User menus, form �elds and system messages are displayed in English by default. Available
language options are displayed in a dropdown menu. These settings are not system-wide. Each
user may choose their own language settings. Select the desired language of menus, help and
tool tips.

Save and refresh browser.

Accessibly Themes
Background/foreground color and font options are designed to enhance accessibility of the
interface using bright/dark contrast settings or using dyslexia friendly fonts. These settings are
not system-wide. Each user may choose their own theme and font settings.

Select desired Themes  ranging from high contrast, light\dark backgrounds. Tanzanite is the
Default theme.

Save and refresh refresh your browser to take effect.

Media
OpenBroadcaster allows media of different types (audio, video, images) to be managed within a
single catalogue or media library. Using radio buttons admins can select which formats the
system will accept and recognize. If media is tried to be uploaded that isn’t supported, then it will
not be allowed to be added to the library. Files are screened a number of ways for authenticity
including MD5 checksum. Renaming a text �le to *.mp3 will not be accepted.

The MY  button when selected �lters to only show media created and uploaded by user.

Formats
Compatible media codecs and containers are listed below:

Format Description File extension

Audio Formats    

FLAC Free lossless audio codec .�ac

MP3 MPEG-1 Layer-3 Audio ☼ .mp3

MP4 MPEG-4 Audio ☼ .mp4

Ogg Vorbis Ogg Container Format .ogg



Format Description File extension

WAV Waveform Audio .wav

     

Video Formats    

AVI Audio Video Interleave, Container Format .avi

MOV Apple Quicktime ☼ .mov

MPEG Moving Picture Experts Group ☼ .mpg

Ogg Video Ogg Container Format .ogv

WMV Windows Media Video ☼ .wmv

     

Image Formats    

JPEG Joint Photographic Experts Group .jpg

PNG Portable Network Graphics .png

SVG Scalable Vector Graphics .svg

☼ Non-Free Proprietary - Licence Required

The System Administrator may choose to restrict uploads to a subset of the compatible formats.

See Advanced Admin.

Metadata
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